THE FORESTS ORDERS
(Section 30(1)(a))
G.N. No. 462 of 1996
1.	Citation
	These Orders may be cited as the Forests Orders, and shall come into force on such date as the Minister may specify by notice published in the Gazette.
2.	Interpretation
	The expressions used in these Orders shall, unless the context otherwise requires, have the meanings respectively assigned to them in section 2 of the Forests Act * (hereinafter referred to as "the Act"). 
	In these Orders unless the context otherwise requires–
	"Regional Forest Officer" means a Forest Officer authorised under this Order to be a regional co-ordinator within such region.
3.	Personal hammer marks
	(1) The Director of Forestry and Beekeeping and every local government and urban authority employing senior forest officers shall provide such officers with a distinctive personal hammer mark.
	(2) Such hammer mark, the general design of which is provided in the first Schedule to this Order, shall be registered with the Director of Forestry and Beekeeping.
	(3) The senior forest officer shall be responsible for the proper use and safety of such personal hammer which, on the officer's retirement or at any point of time which he ceases to hold the office of senior forest officer, shall deposited forthwith with the Director of Forestry and Beekeeping for defacing and destruction.
	(4) The senior forest officer shall be liable to such Forest disciplinary action as the employing authority deems fit for any unauthorised use or misuse of the personal hammer in his possession.
4.	Marking of forest produce
	(1) Any local government (including village) and urban authority which disposes of trees and poles from a local government or urban authority forests shall, before such trees and poles are allowed to be felled, cause them to be marked with a distinctive mark for the identification of such tree and poles.
	(2) Before any tree, timber, logs and poles, being the produce of trees and poles marked under paragraph (1) of this Order are allowed to be removed from the site, the local government or urban authority shall cause to be marked by a senior forest officer with a distinctive mark for the purpose of identifying such produce.
	(3) For the purpose of this Order any local government or urban authority which disposes of forest produce shall adopt a distinctive mark which shall differ from the registered Forest Division mark, shall conform to the general design depicted in the second to this Order and shall notify the Director of Forestry and Beekeeping of the pattern of such mark which shall then be registered.
5.	Transit pass for forest produce
	(1) No forest produce being trees, for timber, logs, poles, charcoal, firewood, gums, fibres, flosses, etc., shall be removed from any forest area or woodlots under the control of Forestry and Beekeeping Division, any local government or uraban authority, or private owner, or from any other location except under the cover of a Transit Pass in the form prescribed in the third Schedule to this Order.
	(2) A Transit Pass shall be issued, after due ascertainment of the bona fides and origin of the forest produce, to an applicant desirous of removing such forest produce, from the boundaries of any forest area or any other location mentioned in paragraph (1) of this Order, by a senior forest officer.
	(3) All forest produce, for which a Transit Pass has been issued, shall be marked with the personal hammer mark of the senior forest officer issuing the Transit Pass, a fascimile of which shall be reproduced on the body of all copies of such pass.
	(4) The owner of any means of transport be it by road, rail, air or any waterway, shall not accept any forest produce for transportation unless the forest produce concerned is covered by a valid Transit Pass.
	(5) Infringement of the provisions contained in paragraph (1) and paragraph (4) of this Order shall constitute an offence under section 15 and 18 of the Ordinance and shall make the owner and transporter of such forest produce liable to a penalty under the Ordinance:
	Provided that:
	(a)	no Transit Pass shall be required when movement of charcoal, firewood, gums, fibres and flosses is restricted within the same administrative district; and
	(b)	hammer marks of the senior forest officer shall not be required for charcoal, firewood in headload, flosses and such other forest produce on which some mark cannot be indented.
6.	Property hammer mark
	(1) Every person desirous of removing trees, timber, logs or poles, for Mark which a Transit Pass is required under provisions of Order 5 paragraph (1), shall cause such trees, timber, logs and poles to be marked with his distinctive marked before making an application for Transit Pass to enable the establishment of the ownership of such produce.
	(2) This distinctive mark not being round in design which shall be called the "private property hammer mark" shall be registered with the Director of Forestry and Beekeeping or a person authorised by him.
7.	Certificate of Registration of Forest Produce Trade
	(1) All persons who carry out trade or business relating to:
	(a)	trees, timber, logs and poles;
	(b)	all sawmill, chipboard board manufacturing units owners; and
	(c)	all dealers of charcoal and firewood practising their business or trade from a fixed location, shall obtain a "Registration Certificate" in the form prescribed in the Fourth Schedule to this Order from the Regional Forest Officer of the Region where they carry out business or trade, on payment of a fee prescribed in the Fifth Schedule to this Order.
	(2) It will be incumbent upon the dealers and traders to obtain the prescribed "Registration Certificate" within thirty days from the date when these Orders come into force, and thereafter renew such certificate in the month of July of each subsequent year on payment of the prescribed annual fees.
	(3) All registered dealers under this Order shall maintain stock books which shall be produced for verification when so demanded by a senior forest officer.
	(4) Failure to comply with this Order shall constitute an offence under section 15 and 18 of the Forests Ordinance and shall make the dealer or trade liable to penal action under provisions of the said Ordinance.
8.	Amendment of G.Ns. Nos. 508 and 509 of 1995
	[Deletes item 3 of Government Notice No. 508 of 1995 relating to registration fees and item 5 of Government Notice No. 509 of 1995 relating to penalties.]
FIRST SCHEDULE
GENERAL DESIGN OF PERSONAL HAMMER MARK
(Order 3)

	Note: Alphabets used are the initials of the relevant senior forest officer.
SECOND SCHEDULE
GENERAL DESIGN OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND URBAN AUTHORITY HAMMER MARK
(Order 4)


Note:	(a)	The name of the Municipality or Urban Authority, together with a serial number shall be inscribed.
		(b)	For village Authorities, the name of the District together with the registration number of the village shall be inscribed.
THIRD SCHEDULE
TRANSIT PASS FOR FOREST PRODUCE

Office of the (seal) ..............................................................................................................
Number ............................................ Date........................................................................	
	1. Mr/Ms (Name) ...........................................................................................................
being the purchaser of (specify type of licence) ................................................. for the forest produce specified hereunder:	
Description of
Forest Produce	Species and Quantity
size of
individual
logs/timber
or poles			
is allowed to remove the aforestated produce from (name of forest area) ................................
.................................................... to (name of town/district) .............................................
 ................................................................	
	2. The forest produce bears/does not bear the personal hammer mark of ........................................... (name) .................................................................................
Designation (Station) ..................................................................... as indicated in A below.	
	3. The forest produce bears/does not bear the property hammer mark as indicated in B below.	
	A		B		
	4. This transit pass along with the forest produce described above shall be presented for checking and verification at checkpoints (name of checkpoint) ...............................................	
	5. Mode of transport allowed (Road/Rail/Waterway/Air) ....................................................	
	6. This Transit Pass shall expire on (date) ........................................................................	
................................
(Date)	..............................................
Signature
Regional Forest Officer			
(APPROVAL) Region ........................................................			
.....................................................
Director of Forestry and Beekeeping	
	Registration Certificate No. ........................................	
	Registration Fee of Shs. ...........................................	
	Vide Exchequer Receipt No. .....................................	
	Date ...................................................	
	(See conditions overleaf)	
Conditions:	
1.	The holder of this Certificate shall maintain a daily register of stock separately for the forest produce concerned.	
2.	The register shall be produced when demanded before any Senior Forest Officer.	
3.	This certificate of registration shall be valid for one calendar year (within 1st January to 31st December).	

FOURTH SCHEDULE
CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION

Office of the Regional Forest Officer (Region) ......................................................................	
Messrs (Name) ................................................................................................................	
is carrying out business dealing with (Name of Forest Produce) ............................................	
and located at (address) ....................................................................................................	
is/are hereby registered as forest produce dealer/trader under the provisions of Order 7 of these orders. This Certificate of Registration shall expire on the 30th June .................... (year)	
Date .................................................	..........................................................
Signature
Regional Forest Officer	
(APPROVAL) Region ......................................................	
..............................................................
Director of Forestry and Beekeeping		
		Registration Certificate No: ........................................................	
		Registration Fee of Shs: ............................................................	
		Vide Exchequer Receipt No: ......................................................	
		Date: ................................................	
		(See conditions overleaf)	
Conditions:	
	1.	The holder of this Certificate shall maintain a daily register of stock separately for the forest produce concerned.
	2.	The register shall be produced when demanded before any Senior Forest Officer.
	3.	This certificate of registration shall be valid for one calendar year (within 1st January to 31st December).	

FIFTH SCHEDULE
REGISTRATION FEES FOR FOREST PRODUCE DEALERS/TRADERS
	The registration fees for Forest Produce Dealers/Traders shall be as elaborated below:

Category of dealer/trader	Annual Registration Fees (shs)	
1.	Trees, timber, logs and poles	100,000.00	
2.	Sawmill, Chipboard, and Hardboard manufacturing unit	200,000.00	
3.	Charcoal, Firewood	  50,000.00	
N.B.: These fees may be reviewed annually.		


